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COMING RETIREMENT

| soon complete 8 years of service as pastor
for the Tai Po International Baptist Church. It has
been a good time for me as | have been blessed
by the people and tasks of the church. | have been
a theological teacher for almost 40 years and
had the great honor of being a professor at our
Hong Kong Baptist Seminary. As pastor | have had
the challenge of being directly connected to the
work of the local church. It has been a learning
experience moving from academic teacher to
serving pastor. Though | soon retire from TPIBC, |
will remain for a while as advisory pastor and help
with our church’s transition to new leadership.

For me, worship is the center of my personal
and church life. The hour of corporate worship
each Sabbath is the most important hour of the
week. There cannot be a healthy vital Christian
faith without connection to the Christian family
and being a part of its worship life. Prayer,
biblical immersion, spiritual soul searching,
praise and intercessions must be central to the
grateful response of Christians to the gracious
work of God.

THREE GREAT MIRACLES
OF HUMAN HISTORY

| have come to highlight
the three great works of God in
our worship life together. Each
year there is a preparation
season for these three great
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works: Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. Each
year we relive these moments in history and probe
their eternal meaning and application for our lives.

Christmas is the miracle of God entering our
world in a special unique way. He has come in the
form of vulnerable babe, needing the protection
and love of a human godly family. Easter is the
miracle of God overcoming the darkness and
death of his beloved Son. Pentecost is the miracle
of God returning to us in the power of Holy Spirit,
the power of the Resurrected Christ, the time of the
New Testament church to be God's ambassadors
of Good News to the ends of the earth.

EASTER-PENTECOST SEASON

This year during Lent, our 40 days preparation
for Easter, we explored the theme of “Tested
Waiting Faith.” We probed the stories of tested
saints in scripture. We relived the earthly life of
Jesus which knew temptations and testing, the
cost of discipleship or moral integrity.

For Good Friday our church had a retreat
and we probed again the cost of discipleship.
We examined the hard command of loving God
wholeheartedly and our fellow human beings,
even though those who do not love us and would
do us harm. For Easter Sunday we had the musical
gift of a German bell choir. They rang out the good
news of a New Day that comes with the Risen
Christ. Our earthly worship is but a prelude to our
coming heavenly life when we shall sing endless
songs of God's triumphant love. Ed
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