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SUMMER VACATIONS

Because our church is an international church, we have several
members who return to their home countries for visits. Also my
wife and [have made a summer vacation trip to Germany. During
this time our church invited four guest preachers. The church is
doing well, In late summer we will have a dedication service for
two families with two new infants.

GERMAN VACATION & LESSONS

Qur summer was full of learning experiences. We visited 10 cities
in Germany, five in East Germany and five in West Germany. We
came to deeply honor a basic Baptist conviction: separation of
ohurch and state. Several visits confirmed this.

Berlin Kaiser Wihelm Memorial Church was originally built to
honer the German emperor and foster German nationalism, it
was filed with pictures glorifying the rule of its emperor. During
the Nazi rule, the pastor took a brave stand and resisted the Nazi

denigration of Christian religion. The church was bombed, leaving
only a shell,

it was rebuilt and dedicated to a new
mission: not glorifying of church-state
nationalistic pride but of commitment
toareconciliation ministry. thasayoke
reletionship with Coventry Cathedral,
an English church also bombed out,
rebuit, and given new vision. It like the
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Wilhelm Memorial Church is committed to reconciliation, learning
the hard lessons of forgiveness and building bridges for peace.

Leipzig and Dresden Churches also have a yoke relationship
with Coventry Cathedral and the mission of reconciliation. We
were inspired by the moral vision of the churches who led their
people in the struggle for freedom. In both cities, prayer groups
arose that prayed for freedom and change. They mobiized the
general population who found the courage to challenge Soviet
imperialism.

PRAGUE TRIP & LESSONS

Prague is a beautiful barogue city, full of architectural splendor. My
wife and | were keenly inspired by the moral vision of Vaclav Havel,
the man who inspired Czech struggle for freedom. Our guide told
us that he gave his country moral vision and courage, but it is
now lacking.

While much of Europe is secularized, the Christian presence is
still strong as a moral voice. In the early church, Christians were a
minority voice within a secular pagan
world, but they had enormous moral
power that was like salt and light.
In the present age many have not
rooted themselves in the institutional
church life of their countries. But
the power of faithful Christians is stil

strong and vibrant. '3
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